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spin all the wool that must be used in our manufactures "l.
It is estimated that one loom gave work to half a dozen
spinners or more 2, and the progress of the textile industries
was checked by a yarn famine. In farming districts the
spinning was largely done in the winter, and here the weavers
experienced grave difficulty in carrying on their work during
the summer monthss. A great part of the weavers' time
was thus consumed in waiting for work. Their difficulties
were aggravated after Kay's invention of the fly shuttle in
1733 increased the productive power of the weaver. More-
over the intermittent nature of the supply forced the makers
" to calculate for a larger profit " *. The adoption of machin-
ery in spinning, towards the end of the eighteenth century,
was stimulated by vivid experience of the shortcomings of
the old hand-yarn manufacture.
Embezzle- Another complaint against the spinners was that they
embezzled the wool, entrusted to them, by fraudulent reeling
of the yarn. As a remedy the Company of Worsted Weavers
in Norwich in the early seventeenth century authorized its
members to seize any yarn on sale, which was defective in
length or number of threads 5. This caused friction with the
master combers and yarnmen (dealers in yarn); and in 1662
the master weavers of Norwich obtained an Act empowering
them to ' view and search', seize and exact fines for all
defective yarns6. Thirty years later the wool-combers, who
employed the spinners in the eastern counties, complained
to Parliament that the weavers had abused their powers
" by rifling waggons at their inns and on the road, by plunder-
ing the wool-combers themselves on the road, and breaking
open their houses and carrying away what they please "7.
1  House of Commons Journals, xviii. 707.
2  Radcliffe, Origin of Power-loom Weaving (1828), 60.    Another estimate
is four spinners : Bischoff, History of the Woollen and Worsted Manufactures,
i. 185.
3  James, History of the  Worsted Manufacture,  311-312 ;   Guest,  A
Compendious History of the Cotton Manufacture (1823), 12.
4  Wool encouraged without Exportation. By a Wiltshire Clothier (1791), 68.
8 State Papers Domestic, Addenda, 1625-1649, p. 422 ;   1629-1631, pp.
22, 120, 175, 444.                                              e Statutes, v. 371.
7 House of Commons Journals, xi. 22 (1693). The wool-combers
petitioned in 1689, and again in 1693, to be incorporated, in order to enjoy
the same powers as the weavers : ibid. x. 188 ; xi. 22, 95.